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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



1. This action is issued in response to applicant's Amendment A filed 1/23/03. 

2. Independent claim 1 1 was amended. New claims 21-22 were added. None were deleted. 

3. Claims 1-22 are pending. 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over Watkins(US Pat. No: 
6,347,305) in view of Hass(US Pat. No: 6,438,586) and further in view of Hilt(US Pat. 
No:6,408,204). 



************************************************ 



6. As per claims 1-9, 1 1-19,21-22 Watkins teaches a method(col 2 line 41-col 4 line 23) for 
processing a recurring transfer request from a stored value fund( Abstract) with an online 
system(Fig l)(Fig 3) comprising determining a handler associated with the payor(Fig 3/1,4) and 
transferring money from the handler to the stored value fund(Fig 3/2,3) and informing a payor 
that the payee accepts payment from the online system(Fig 4).Hass teaches a file transfer utility 
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employing an intermediate storage system(Abstract)(Fig 3)(Fig 8)(col 4 line 14-col 6 line 33) 
wherein the second-listed transferring step comprises transferring the transferred amount to a 
second stored value fund associated with the payee(col 6 line 3 5 -col 7 line 9) and which requires 
no human interaction(Fig 9)(Fig 10A)(Fig 10B)(Fig 1 1 A)(Fig 1 IB) which may be a stored value 
fund(Fig 3/22/1 8).Hilt teaches receiving subscription information including a fixed payment 
amount( Abstract) and a limit on the number of payments in the time period(Fig 6/transaction 
counts) and receiving pay-out instructions that includes at least two of a payor identifier(Fig 
6/124) and transferring the transfer amount from the stored value fund to the payee 
automatically(Fig /130) as well as the handler being a stored value fund(Fig 7) as well as waiting 
a period of time between sending notification to the payer after receiving the payout instruction 
and the transferring step(Fig 8/122) and cancelling the transferring step if the payor declines 
within a period of time(Fig 7/102/46) and which includes currency(Fig 6/166) and where the 
payor, the handler and the payee are remotely located from each other(Fig 6). It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine Watkins in view of Hass 
to teach the above. The motivation to combine is to teach a method of communicating between 
first and second processes running on a plurality of host that are connected to a data storage 
system as enunciated by Hass(col 1 lines 31-39).It also would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time of the invention to combine Watkins in view of Hass and further in view of 
Hilt to teach the above. The motivation to combine is to teach a method of providing an 
imprioved method of paying bills as enunciated by Hilt(col 10 lines 40-41). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 



7. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

8. Claims 10, 20 are rejected under 35 USC 101 as unpatentable as they lack utility and fail 
to describe a concrete, useful and tangible output. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
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will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 

************************************************ 

1 1 . Any questions concerning this communication should be addressed to the primary 
examiner of record, Dr. Geoffrey Akers, P.E., who can be reached between 6:30 AM and 5:00 
PM Monday through Friday at 703-306-5844. If attempts to contact the primary examiner are 
unsuccessful, the primary examiner's superior, Mr. Vincent Millin, SPE, maybe telephoned at 
(703)-308-1065. 

The fax number for Formal or Official faxes and Draft or Informal faxes to Technology 
Center 3600 or this Art Unit is (703)-308-3687. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)-308-1113. 



